Excerpt from Rapid City Journal
Thursday, May 22, 1952
Bridges, Rails Washed Out;
Custer Park Cut Off By Rising Water

No Wall Of Water Down Rapid Creek

There is no cause for alarm but it won’t hurt to be on the alert if your house is close to the
creek, rapid City officials said this afternoon as to flood possibilities here. (Note: many following
paragraphs throughout this article have not been copied.)

More than five inches of rain was measured as several points from 7 a.m. yesterday to 7
a.m. today and showers continued today.

Bridges are out on State 36 halting traffic through the park; on Dry Creek north of
Fairburn closing State 79; on French Creek between the park and Custer closing U.S. 16.

Burlington track on both sides of Hill City has washed out but the extent of the damage
has not been determined.

Other creeks showing rapid rises include Boxelder and Big Elk, which is bankful. Box
Elder is running through the canyon and is running high under the Highway 14 bridge.

Over 4 inches of rain in 24 hours has done extensive damage in the Northern Hills area.
Mountain creeks in the Lead and Deadwood area have overflowed their banks and washed out
portions of streets and roads in the two cities.

In Boulder Canyon, the creek was running from bank to bank and large boulders were
being washed down the hillside, according to the Lawrence County sheriff’s office.

In Spearfish Canyon, several landslides had occurred by noon today, and the rampaging
creek was taking out private bridges to Spearfish Canyon bridges, it was reported.



