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book “Early Hot Springs.”  
 

Minnekahta Avenue Becomes River (1908, page 80) 
 

In June Hot Springs was drenched by especially heavy rains over a week or so of time, 
until Fall River turned into a “raging torrent,” washing out railroad bridges, street bridges in 
town, and causing great deal of damage along the river bank. Because of changes that had been 
made in the riverbed over the years, some of the bank was not very stable and washed out, eating 
away at streets and sidewalks, and taking out trees that had been planted along the stream. W.J. 
Smith had 9 loads of stone hauled and put into a retaining wall for his lawn. After the high water 
only one stone was left. Minnekahta Avenue became a river as much as three feet deep in some 
places, and the water flowed out across the railroad tracks. The dam of the Water, Light and 
Power Company, which was supposed to have been built to withstand anything that might come 
in the way of high water, didn’t live up to its billing, and the company estimated that the cost of 
repairs would be $15,000. 
 
 

Man Drowns in Cheyenne (1908, page 80) 
 

The same high water that caused trouble along Fall River took the life of a young man 
down on the Cheyenne River. He was crossing the river in a basket attached to a cable, which 
was used for that purpose. The river was very high, and as he was pulling himself across the 
stream, hand over hand, the cable sagged so that the basket got into the torrent of water, which 
broke the cable, and sent the young man into the river. 
Over near Edgemont J.A. Peters was struck by lightning while working in his garden. His two 
young grandchildren, who were with him, were knocked unconscious and burned about the 
ankles, but recovered. 
 
 

 
Photograph (page 81): Railroad tracks after the flood of June 1908. 

 
Photograph (page 81): Minnekahta Avenue during the June 1908 flood. The water is 

running into the river where the bridge had been washed out. 
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