
Excerpt from Dakota Register 
Spearfish, Dakota 

Saturday, May 26, 1883 
THE GREAT STORM 

It’s Extent and Loss Not as Disastrous as First Supposed. 
 

The rain that commenced on Thursday of last week, the 17th, and continued 
uninterruptedly until noon of Friday, the next day, was more extensive in damage and destruction 
of property than any former rainfall since the settlement of the country.   (Note: remainder of 
article is not included , but goes on to describe abundant damage that is the worst within the 
short history of Spearfish, but within a general context that things could have been quite a bit 
worse.) 
 


