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1895 Flood Damages Rails (p.48) 
 

Hot Springs experienced some unusually heavy rain in July of that year, and townspeople 
learned what their attractive little river could become under some circumstances. On the 23rd of 
the month the paper carried this story: 

“The rainstorm, waterspout, cloudburst, or whatever it might be called, which occurred in 
Hot Springs and the immediate vicinity yesterday afternoon was unprecedented in the history of 
the place. A wall of water six feet high came down Hot Brook shortly after the storm had 
subsided. Three hundred feet of B. & M. track was undermined and washed away at this point, 
and one of the approaches to the bridge leading to the B. & M. roadhouse was washed away, as 
was the north approach to the wagon bridge above the plunge. The B. & M. track from the 
washout to the depot is covered with debris. The Elkhorn Bridge near the falls was damaged by 
two or three bents being washed away, and it was necessary to transfer passengers on a hand car, 
but trains will be running over this track tonight. Bridges number 7 and 11 on the B. & M. line 
were slightly damaged but have been repaired.” 
 


